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X. An Account of a Tiooky Entitukd, 
JoL Conradi Becken, Phil. <? Med. T>, TraBm 
Ahfeld. Medici OftUn, Taradoxum Medico-Legale de 
fubmerforum Mortc fine pota Aqua y aliquot CadaVe~ 
rum feflionibus deteBum, <r e principiis mechanicis 
illuftratum . Cut adjkitur Vodeccts Obfer^ationum 
arcumfta?ittis curacy r cirijjimarum^ Gieffae^Haflb- 
rum. A. MDCCIV. 

T His Author having made feveral Experiments' about 
Drowning, and being dilTatisfied with the various 
Opinions that were held concerning it, was induced to 
write this prefent Treat ife, in which he relates thefe fol* 
lowing Cafes, as Matters of Fa&. 

Having catch'd a Cat, ( fays he ) and defigning to make 
fome fport with her, I took a Board with a hole in the 
middle, and putting the Tail through, I faftned her vtry 
well to it, then-put. her afloat into the River, and by a 
String held the Board from being carried down by the ra* 
pidity of the Stream ; afterwards I fent in a well mettled 
Cur after her, who made very pleafant fport 5 but the Dog 
being tired with worrying of the Cat, wis fuckt into a 
Whiripit, funk down, and never came up again alive. By 
the help of a Boat, after an hours fearch for him, we 
found him, and then carried him home to Diileft him. 
The Abdomen appeared to be a ikrle extended, as did like- 
wile the Stomach arrd Inteffines in a frrftll mealure $ bat- 
that which was the greateft caufe of our wonder, thtrc was 
no Wafer found in either of then?. The Longs were I : :c~ 
wife extended, but in no greater a degree than the Scon, ^i 
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or Inte&ines, and lookt exadly as thofe do in Dog? 'hat 
are hangU We made an Incifion into the Tracks^ where- 
upon they fank down Immediately. This at firft made a 
great noife, the Phyficians were anm*d at it, and, in fhort, 
everyone much wondred how a Dog could be drowned 
without Water. This our Author tells us was the firft 
occafion of his diflenting from the Antients in Cafes of 
Drowning* 

The next Obfervation he gives us, is of a Countryman, 
who having been milling for feme weeks* was afterwards 
found drowned in a very (hallow plape. The Body being, 
clean d from Mud, fome Livid Spots appear'd externally, 
tho we could not perceive any violence had been ufed i 
Then we proceeded to open the Abdomen and Thorax ^ m 
the Abdomen tile Inteftines appeared to be full, after we 
had tyed up the GuU and Duodenum, that we might more 
eafily judge of the Contents of the Stomach, we toak if 
out, and by the weight of it judged there muft needs be a 
very considerable quantity of Water in it $. neither were we 
miftaken in the quantity, but upon cutting into it, it ap* 
pear'd to be the Liquor he had been too freely drinking of j 
we thought there might be much about the fame quantity 
in the Lungs, by reafon of their great ex'enfion 5 but it 
happen'd we were out in our guefling, for n6 looner did 
we cut into the Trach£a> but the Wind rulhed out, and 
the Lungs funk down that very moment 'Now had I per- 
ceived that any violence had been ufed, I (bould certainly 
have concluded that the Perfbn had been killed, and after 
he was dead was thrown into the River 5. but. we under- 
flood by fome prefent with us, who told us, that they, fa w 
the Efeceafed at a Fair very much in drink. (which was the- 
Jaft time that ever he was Teen alive} and fancied, that in 
paling, over that River (which he could not avoid ) in 
his way home, he unfortunately fell in;, and indeed the 
contents' of his Stomach proved what they faid to be true. 
This Obfervation did not only throw down the Hypoiheff- 
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of the Antients, bat- made me* believe that thofe T ^e ih 
the wrong, who deny'd any peri on to be fufforn ted vMider 
Water, without they find a quantity in the Lungs or Sto- 
mach 5 it appearM as certain as could be, that this perfon 

went info the Water alive, mid yer there was no Water 
.tcu?:d either m the lract*yi or^unfrrej nt tne Lungs, 
The Liquor he hid been too freely dnr-kin* of an hour or 
two before he dyed (bowed iifcif plainly in die Stomach and 

Inteftines. 

The next Suhjett the Author tells us of, was a Woman 
• who unfortunately fell into a Well 3 after the Body was 
taken out there appeared feveral large Con tufions, there 
were two upon each Arm, about the breadth of two Fin- 
gers, but longer, which lookc as if they had been' made 
with a Stick 3 the Blood was extra va fa ted' between the Of 
Bregmas and Pan trie id us Cnrnofu* on the Left Side, There 
Mere two Fifiures on the Os Fronts*, and one on each Or- 
bit of the Eye, Under the Pi a Mater of the Left Side we 
found fome ' black Grumous Blood 3 the Stomach and In- 
teftines were diftended, which upon I nci (ion funk down 3 
the Lungs were cut into in feveral places, but not the leaft 
drop of Water was found in them. Now if this Woman 
did tumble into the Water alive, it's plain fhe dyed for 
want of Refpiration 3 but if the Fall occafion'd her Death, 
it proves thofe to be miftaken, who think that Water can 
get into the Paffages after Death, 

A man after $ days fearch was found (landing upright in 
the bottom of a Fifh-pond 3 he was carefully taken out and 
viewed, and not the leaft mark of any violence appeared. 
I my felf, with the affiftance of a Surgeon, opened the 
Thorax and Abdomen 3 the Inteftines were very much di- 
ftended, and contained in them a whitifh Liquor like 
Chyle : The Stomach was fo fwelled as induced the Spe&a- 
tors to think it was full of Water 3 we tyed up both the 
Orifices, and took it out, that we might more eafily mea- 
furc the Contents ; It was fo very light, that none but 
thofe that handled it could ever have imagin'd it • after* 
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wards we opened it, and a great blaft of Wind rnfhingout, 
it funk down again immediately ^ neither was there any 
more than fix ounces of a whitifh Liquor in it. The Lungs 
were fo diftendcd with Wind as to fill up the whole Cavity 
of the Thorax j wc prickt, and cut into them, but not a 
drop of Water came from them The Man had the Cha- 
racter of a poot honeft harmlefs Fellow, and therefore 
could not well be fufpe&ed of being murder ti, and the po 
fture of his (landing made every one conclude that it was 
the darknefs of the "Night that occafioncd his lofing his 
Way and Life at the fame rime. And as we have all the 
reafon in the World to believe that this perfon was fh'fled 
alive under Water, fo we may fee how fallacious that 
(landing Rule of the Antients is, who allowed no perfon 
to be drowned, without confiderable quantities of Water. 
both in the Lungs, Stomach and lnteliines. 

After the Author hath given us thefe Experiments, he 
proceeds to anfwer the Objeftion that was made, of per- 
fons recovering by being fet upon their Heads 5 and after- 
wards to (how why it happens, that in drowned perfons 
the Water is feldom found either in the Lungs or Stomach, 
For which we refer you to the Book itfelf, containing be- 
fides twelve uncommon Obfervatrons of different Cafes. 
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ERRATA, 

In fyhilofoph. TranfaU, Numb. 302, 

Age i«77. line »i. ie»d tx{Uc>iffi fiH- line ay. f. init txtm. Jin* *8- r %■*•.- 
line 30, r. htdagmr- 



